
Biography of Virginia Hall  

 

During the Second World War, Virginia Hall became a spy, working in 

Nazi-controlled France for many years. Her bravery inspired many women 

to become spies as she managed to hide with a wooden leg. Because of 

this, she received an MBE in 1943. 

Virginia Hall was born on 6th April 1906 in Baltimore, Maryland. Growing 

up, she had an interest in foreign languages and she spoke fluently in 

French, German and Italian.  Virginia went to Radcliffe College in 

Massachusetts and Barnard College in New York. 

Her early career started when she joined the US Embassy in 1931 in Poland and worked in 

Estonia, Austria and Turkey. When Virginia was working in Turkey, she accidently shot 

herself in her left leg whilst hunting. Consequently, Virginia’s leg was amputated and was 

forced to resign in May 1939 because the US Embassy cannot employ workers with a loss of 

limb. 

Virginia was living in France when WWII broke out; she was working in the French Ambulance 

Service. When the Nazis started to invade France, Virginia immediately went to London to 

volunteer for the SOE (Special Operations Executive). She was appointed a spy in 1940 and 

was based in France again in 1941. 

Soon after, the Nazis invaded Vichy, the place Virginia was working at, Virginia fled to 

Barcelona just before the Nazis found her. The SOE ordered Hall to go back to Nazi-

controlled Vichy under the alias Marie, who was a New York Times journalist. Hall was voted 

on the most wanted list in Germany on her second mission in Vichy. Virginia continued fooling 

the Nazis as Marie or ‘The Limping Lady’. She returned to America after she resigned from 

the SOE after the war. She received an MBE for her work in 1943.  

In 1944, Hall returned to the UK and joined the OSS (Office of Strategic Services), she set 

drop zones for supplies and soldiers all over France. Virginia helped to trained 3 battalions of 

the Resistant Forces. After that, Hall joined the CIA as an Intelligence Analyst alongside 

her husband Paul ,who she married in 1950. 

Virginia retired in 1966 at the age of 60 and lived on a farm in Maryland. She died on 8th July 

1982 aged 76. Hall will always be remembered for her bravery and saving peoples lives.     
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